LITURGY:  The Book of Alternative Services
Communion under Special Circumstances 
- for those not present at the celebration.
pages 256 - 260

This service may be conducted by a priest, or by a deacon or lay person authorized by the diocesan bishop. 
This form is intended for use with those who for reasonable cause cannot be present at a public celebration of the eucharist. When persons are unable to be present for extended periods, it is desirable that the minister arrange to celebrate the eucharist with them from time to time on a regular basis, using the Proper of the Day. 

(Propers of the church year can be found in the BAS from page 262 to 397. These offer an opening sentence, prayers before and after communion and a list of readings. You can likely get this same information from the church bulletin from Sunday. The bulletin can make a nice gift and a tangible symbol of the worshipping community’s fellowship with them through the shared special communion.) 

When desired, persons may receive communion brought to them from a celebration of the eucharist, or from the reserved sacrament, using the following form. 
It is desirable that fellow parishioners, relatives, and friends be present, when possible, to communicate with them. 

(If the family can be present, it is best from a SafeRchurch perspective. One on one visits, especially with vulnerable individuals can be a risk of harm and or accusation. When possible, have others gather with you. If not possible, take every safeguard to protect the vulnerable and guard from false accusations of misconduct through documentation and reporting.)

The minister conducting the service greets those present in these or similar words. 

Siblings in Christ, God calls us to faithful service by the proclamation of the word and sustains us with the sacrament of the body and blood of Christ. Hear now God’s word and receive this holy food from the Lord’s table. 

A passage of scripture appropriate to the day or occasion, after the reading, the minister may comment on it briefly.  

(Preparation is required. Use the readings from the previous Sunday service, or tailor pick scriptures that match the perceived needs of the person you are visiting. You can share a truncated version of the Sunday’s service sermon message or enter into a dialog about what the scripture passages might be saying for their real life experience. Keep readings to a manageable length, and reflections to match the abilities of those gathered.) 

Or one or more of the following passages can be read.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life. John 3.16 

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” John 6.35

Jesus said, “I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live for ever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh. For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him.” John 6.51, 55–56 

Jesus said, “Abide in me, as I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide in my love.” John 15.4-5a, 8–9 

Suitable prayers may be offered.
(You may use one of the responsive litanies BAS p. 110 to 128. Or even more meaningful, pray extemporaneously about what has been shared.)

Dear God Thank you for this time together with __N______. We are blessed to be members of _________Parish__, and the ______ community.
God you tell us that when ever two or three are gathered together in your name, you are in the midst of us. Thank you for being with ___N___ and I today.
God of creation Thank you for the beauty of this world. For the season of ________ and the opportunities it offers us to _________.

God the Son, who showed us the depth of God’s love for all people. Jesus our pattern and our friend, you know the struggles of our heart before we ask, but we ask your help/healing/strength with the _________ situation _______N_ is facing. Guide _____N___ with your life giving Spirit, and let them feel the arms of your constant presence around them.

God, you know us better than we know ourselves, help us to recognize that we are your children, precious and loved. Help us to accept your love and come to love ourselves more fully, allowing your love to flow through us to offer loving service to others. Especially help us support ______N____ who is on our hearts today. 

God, help us connect with Jesus through this offering of bread and wine at your table. Help us feel a part of the worshipping community of __________ and thank you God, for making each one of us a member of your heavenly family. Amen. 

A confession of sin may follow. The following or some other form is used. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, and keep us in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace may then be exchanged.

(You may add the Prayer Before Communion from the Propers of the church year, BAS p.262-397.)

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The minister may say the following invitation. 
The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

The sacrament is given with the following words. 
The body of Christ (given for you). The blood of Christ (shed for you). 
Or 
The body of Christ, the bread of heaven. 
The blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. 

The communicant responds each time, Amen. 

(You may add the Prayer After Communion from the Propers of the church year, BAS p.262-397)

The following doxology may be said. 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Only a bishop or a priest may bless those present, so in their absence the service concludes with a dismissal. 
Alleluias are not used during the seasons of Advent and Lent.
Let us bless the Lord. (Alleluia!) 
Thanks be to God. (Alleluia!)

