Liturgy: Communion under special circumstances
for those not able to be present at Communal Worship in the Parish, 
using an order adapted from The Book of Common Prayer

Introduction

This service may be conducted by a priest, or by a deacon or lay person authorized by the diocesan bishop. 
This form is intended for use with those who for reasonable cause cannot be present at a public celebration of the eucharist. When persons are unable to be present for extended periods, it is desirable that the minister arrange to celebrate the eucharist with them from time to time on a regular basis, using the Proper of the Day. 

(Collects and Readings (“the Propers”) can be from either the Revised Common Lectionary and the BAS, or from the lectionary and Collects found in the BCP (pages 95-330). Generally, it is preferable to use the Propers which would have been used during the previous Sunday’s worship. You can likely get this information from the church bulletin from Sunday. The bulletin can make a nice gift and a tangible symbol of the worshipping community’s fellowship with them through the shared special communion.   

You may wish to vary from the previous Sunday’s Propers when ministering to a person suffering serious illness. Propers for Communion of the Sick are found starting at the bottom of page 582 of the Book of Common Prayer. Suggestions for other readings are found on page 587 of the BCP. The Collect used for Communion of the Sick may be used in addition to the Collect of the Day.

Another instance in which you may wish to use Propers other than those used on the previous Sunday would be in celebration of Christmas Day and Easter Day. Throughout their respective liturgical seasons, Communion may be distributed among parishioners who are unable to attend services on those days, using their respective Propers. This helps to connect them to these key celebrations observed by the family of the Church, of which they themselves are members.  

When desired, persons may receive communion brought to them from a celebration of the eucharist, or from the reserved sacrament, using the following form. 
It is desirable that fellow parishioners, relatives, and friends be present, when possible, to communicate with them. 

(If the family can be present, it is best from a SafeRchurch perspective. One on one visits, especially with vulnerable individuals can be a risk of harm and or accusation. When possible, have others gather with you. If not possible, take every safeguard to protect the vulnerable and guard from false accusations of misconduct through documentation and reporting.)

The Order for Communion

The Minister may begin by saying:

PEACE be to this house, and to all that dwell in it.

THE eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms. Deuteronomy 33. 27.

They that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength. Isaiah 40. 31.

In nothing be anxious: but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4. 6, 7.

Let us pray. 
ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

All:    Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Minister: Let us pray.

Then follows the Collect of the Day, or the Collect for the Holy-Day (Christmas or Easter), and/or the following for the sick, if desired.

GOD of all grace and power: Behold, visit, and relieve this thy servant; look upon (N.) with the eyes of thy mercy, give (N.) comfort and sure confidence in thee, defend (N.) in all danger, and keep (N.) in perpetual peace and safety; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Readings for the Day, or those to be used in Communion to the Sick (see the “Introduction” for information as to where to find them in the BCP) are read. One or two lessons are read. If only one is used, it should be a selection from the Gospels.


The Minister introduces the lesson:

Minister: The Lesson is written in the (Book of, or Letter to, as the case may be), the___chapter, beginning at the___verse.

At the conclusion of the Lesson:
Minister: Here ends the Lesson


The Minister introduces The Gospel Lesson:

Minister: The Holy Gospel is written in the _____chapter of the Gospel According to______, beginning at the_____verse.
All: Glory be to thee, O Lord.

At the conclusion of the Gospel Lesson, the Minister says:
Minister: The Gospel of Christ.
All: Praise be to thee, O Christ.

In Book of Common Prayer tradition, Intercessory Prayers are not normally a part of “routine” Home Communion. However, on such visits, offering extemporaneous prayer for the particular needs of the recipient are appropriate. In the case of Communion to the Sick, any, or all, of the following may be said:

Minister: Let us pray.
For the recovery of a sick person.
O LORD and heavenly Father, who dost relieve those who suffer in soul and body: Stretch forth thine hand, we beseech thee, to heal thy servant N., and to ease his pain; that by thy mercy s/he may be restored to health of body and mind, and show forth his/her thankfulness in love to thee and service to his/her neighbour; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For a blessing on the use of means.
O LORD Jesu Christ, thou great Physician: Look with thy gracious favour upon this thy servant; give wisdom and discretion to those who minister to N in his/her sickness; bless all the means used for his/her recovery; stretch forth thy hand and, according to thy will, restore him/her to health and strength, that s/he may live to praise thee for thy goodness and thy grace; to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

For submission to the will of God.
O GOD our heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being: Grant to this thy servant grace to desire only thy most holy will; that, whether living or dying, s/he may be thine; for his sake who loved us and gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE Almighty Lord, who is a most strong tower to all them that put their trust in him, to whom all things in heaven, in earth, and under the earth, do bow and obey: Be now and evermore thy defence; and make thee know and feel that there is none other name under heaven given to man, in whom, and through whom, thou mayest receive health and salvation, but only the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer of Confession follows. When led by anyone other than a priest or bishop, the prayer which follows uses the term “us”, instead of “you”, as the prayer is, in those instances, not a pronouncement of Absolution, but an affirmation of God’s forgiveness.

Minister: Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.
ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all people: We acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness, Which we from time to time most grievously have committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against thy Divine Majesty. We do earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these our misdoings. Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, Forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee In newness of life, To the honour and glory of thy Name; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him: Have mercy upon us; pardon and deliver us from all our sins; confirm and strengthen us in all goodness; and bring us to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. All: Amen.
Minister: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
All: And with thy spirit.

All: WE do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, Trusting in our own righteousness, But in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy So much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, Whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, So to eat the Flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, And to drink his Blood, That our sinful bodies may be made clean by his Body, And our souls washed through his most precious Blood, And that we may evermore dwell in him, And he in us. Amen. 

The following may be said:
O LAMB of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us thy peace. 

Communion is then received.

At the distribution of the bread:
THE Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting life: Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for thee, and feed on him in thy heart by faith with thanksgiving. 
Recipient: Amen.

And the Minister that delivers the Cup shall likewise say:
THE Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting life: Drink this in remembrance that Christ’s Blood was shed for thee, and be thankful. 
Recipient: Amen.

Prayers after Communion:
Minister: Let us pray.
OUR Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

The Minister may lead all those present in saying The Grace:
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen.

Minister: Let us go forth from this time of worship in peace.
All: Thanks be to God. 
