FACE OF POVERTY CONSULTATION

Dear Friends:
Enclosed/ attached you will find information on two opportunities you can use to support the work of the Face of Poverty Consultation (FACE).  This inter-faith coalition has been working for some four years on your behalf to advocate around issues of poverty.  Sadly, the signs for the "A Million Broken Promises" campaign of 2002 are still relevant.  
Recently the Face of Poverty Consultation has been a part of a two day Forum on Poverty convened by the Nova Scotia Legislature's All-Party Standing Committee on Community Services.  Along with other community groups and individuals we were able to bring to the attention of the Standing Committee some of the circumstances of Nova Scotians who live in conditions of poverty.  At the same time we were also able to make recommendations to this Standing Committee that could have positive effects on the lives of Nova Scotians who do live in poverty, and thus by extension, positive effects on the whole community.
As a result of this Forum, and their own experiences and their deliberations, the Standing Committee itself developed seven (7) specific recommendations which were sent to the Premier and the Minister of Community Services at the end of January 2006.  The Standing Committee is calling for these recommendations to be implemented in the 2006-2007 Government Budget for Nova Scotia.
We are mindful that a fundamental tenet of each of the faith groups represented in FACE is "love thy neighbour".  One of the ways we do this is to ensure that all of our neighbours have shelter, food, income, health services, access to education and employment – the very things we desire for ourselves.  To this end, something needs to be done about poverty – right now.  
Governments are agents who can make changes happen.  We recall that politicians of all parties have told us that a groundswell of public support is necessary for changes to be made that involve political choices.  FACE has prepared a petition and a call for individual letters to go to the Premier to support the implementation of the seven recommendations from the Standing Committee. FACE is asking that you make the petition and the call for letters to the Premier available to all persons in your congregations together with a strong plea for action to be taken.  Please help make the groundswell happen!
In this season of Lent, many persons consider that the journey to Easter calls them to make changes in their own lives.  We are asking that you consider very prayerfully the situations of fellow Nova Scotians who will not be able to "give up" anything because they have never had enough in the first place.  We are inviting all persons of faith to join us in calling on the Government of Nova Scotia to make the changes that will bring justice, dignity and respect to the lives of all Nova Scotians.

Thank you for your attention and cooperation.  

Yours sincerely,
Elizabeth Brown          
Carolyn Earle  

Co-Chairs,  Face of Poverty Consultation

23 Walton Drive, Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3N  1X6.      
