	NOTICE OF MOTIONS



	NUMBER
	Note:  Complete motions follow on pages 2-12 of this document
	DISPOSITION

	1) 
	Amendments to Canon 1 Respecting Coadjutor Bishop’s Right of Succession and duties of Coadjutor, Suffragan & Assistant Bishops.


	Moved by Anthony Chapman

Seconded by John Cooper

	2) 
	Amendments to Canon 35 that would change the qualifications a person must have in order to vote at a meeting of a parish or a church.


	Moved by

Seconded by

	3) 
	Amendments to Canon 16, Section 4

Recommendations from Allotment Task Group


	Moved by

Seconded by

	4) 
	Amendments to Canon 16, Section 4

Expenses associated with the employment of Youth Ministry Personnel
	Moved by

Seconded by



	5) 
	Environmental Responsibility
	Moved by 

Marjorie Keddy

Seconded by Gary Thorne



	6) 
	Amend Canon 16, Section 2

Addition of appointment terms.
	Moved by

Seconded by



	7) 
	Sustainability of Synod in its Present Membership
	Moved by Debra Burleson

Seconded by Randy Townsend



	8) 
	Agriculture 
	Moved by M. Lamb

Seconded by



	9) 
	Strategy Planning Committee


	Moved by Evelyn Knorr

Seconded by Don Lawton



	10) 
	Motion of Consent for

Program Planning Committee
	Moved by Gloria McClure Fraser

Seconded by




Notice of Motion No. 1

Proposed amendments to Canon 1 respecting Coadjutor Bishop’s Right of Succession and duties of Coadjutor, Suffragan and Assistant Bishops.

BE IT RESOLVED that Canon 1 be amended by

a) Deleting those provisions shown below underlined.

b) Adding those provisions shown below in italics.

21
Coadjutor Bishop’s Right of Succession

A coadjutor bishop, when consecrated, has the right to succession to the office of Diocesan Bishop and succeeds to that office immediately after it becomes vacant.   the death or resignation of the Diocesan Bishop.

22
Duties of Coadjutor, Suffragan and Assistant Bishops

A coadjutor bishop, suffragan bishop and assistant bishop shall perform such duties and exercise such episcopal functions as the Diocesan Bishop assigns and if the Diocesan Bishop is incapacitated to a degree that the Diocesan Bishop is unable to fully perform Episcopal duties and functions, shall perform such episcopal duties and exercise such episcopal functions that the Diocesan Bishop could, but for the incapacity, exercise and perform.

1) A coadjutor bishop, suffragan bishop and assistant bishop shall perform such duties and exercise such Episcopal functions as the Diocesan Bishop assigns.

2) Where the Diocesan Bishop dies or resigns and there is no coadjutor bishop, the suffragan bishop or assistant bishop shall perform such duties of the Diocesan Bishop as the Diocesan Council assigns.

3) If, the Diocesan Bishop from any cause is, in the opinion of the Diocesan Council, unable to attend to his or her diocesan duties by reason of mental or physical incapacity, then

a) The coadjutor bishop shall perform all the duties of the Diocesan Bishop: and

b) The suffragan bishop or assistant bishop shall perform such duties as the Diocesan Council assigns, until the Diocesan Bishop, in the opinion of the Diocesan Council, is again able to attend to his or her Diocesan duties.

4) The Diocesan Bishop may appeal any decision of the Diocesan Council as to his or her incapacity to the Provincial House of Bishops, whose decision is final.

Notice of Motion No. 2

Proposed amendments to Canon 35 that would change the qualifications a person must have in order to vote at a meeting of a parish or a church.

BE IT RESOLVED that Section 18 of Canon 35 be amended by

a) Deleting those provisions that are shown below underlined; and

b) Adding those provisions that are shown below in italics .

18(1)
At a meeting of a parish, any person who

a) has attained that age of 16 years;

b) is a communicant of a congregation that forms a part of a parish who attends worship services in the parish at least monthly unless prevented from doing so by reason of temporary infirmity, extended travel or work; and

c) contributes to the support of the parish either financially or by participating in the ministries of the parish and has a receipt for income tax purposes from the parish with respect to those contributions
may vote on any question before that meeting.

  (2)
At a meeting of a church, any person who

a) has attained the age of 16 years;

b) is a communicant of the church who customarily attends worship services in the church; and

c) contributes to the support of the parish either financially of by participating in the ministries of the parish and has a receipt for income tax purposes form the parish with respect to those contributions may vote on any question before that meeting.

Notice of Motion No. 3

Proposed Amendments to Canon 16 – Budget

BE IT RESOLVED that Canon 16 be amended by

c) Deleting those provisions that are shown below underlined; and

d) Adding those provisions that are shown below as italics.

4
Exemptions


(1)
Exemptions will be allowed as follows:

a) Basic Exemption.  A basic exemption for each parish or pastoral unit will be determined each year by the Budget Sub-Committee in conference with the Parish Relations Sub-Committee applied automatically to the Diocesan Office.

b) All flow-through funds collected or spent for assistance to the poor and needy, appeals as approved by the Diocesan Council, or collected for other organizations and agencies, which will be transmitted outside the parish.  Monies raised from fundraising activities by Parish Sponsored Youth Organizations (Scouts, Guides, J.A.’s, G.A.’s, C.B.L., etc.) and expended by these groups on their program activities will be treated as flow-through funds.

c) Funds contributed or interest earned on funds contributed specifically to a Cemetery Fund, which are placed in that fund.  Capital or interest may not be withdrawn from Cemetery Funds for any purpose other than for cemetery maintenance or development.  (See Canon 38:10-12).

d) Bequests that are placed in endowment funds.  Capital and interest withdrawn for any purpose must be included in parish income for that year.  Exemptions claimed must be in accordance with this Canon.

e) Grants, including operating grants, government grants for non-operating activities or projects in the parish, and monies received from non-parish sources as compensation for damages to church property.  (e.g. insurance proceeds.).

f) Income from fund-raising events, hall rentals and similar income generating activities as reported as the net income for each event the cost of earning such income is exempt.

g) All amounts in excess of $5,000.00 paid as a housing allowance.

h) All building maintenance and capital expenditures that are described in the Parochial Return, except that regular janitorial services and associated materials or outside maintenance such as plowing, grass cutting and related activities are not exempt.

(2)  
Memorial Donations – The Parish Relations Sub-Committee may reduce the assessable income of a parish for any year by an amount equal to a memorial donation or expenditure from a memorial investment pursuant to Clause 4(1)(d) of this Canon.

(2)
Subject to subsection (2A), the Parish Relations Sub-Committee may reduce the assessable income of a parish for any year by an amount equal to a capital expenditure made during that year or a memorial donation made during that year if the purchase of the memorial is made during that year or the memorial donation is paid into the memorial endowment fund during that year.

(2A)  The Parish Relations Sub-Committee may not make a reduction pursuant to subsection (2) provided it has received a written request justified in accordance with documentation requirements in section 4(4) of this Canon.

(3)  Exemption  through allotment appeal.  Any income received for a special purpose as a result of any special appeal or donation or transfer from capital, or expenditure made for a special purpose, which amounts to more than 10% of the assessable income of a parish of pastoral unit for the previous year and which is not a regular or annual occurrence, provides grounds for an appeal to the Parish Relations Committee as specified in paragraph 8(4) of this Canon.  To reduce the assessable income on which allotment is based.

(4)  Documentation required.   Parish Returns in which exemptions are claimed outlined in clauses 1(d) and (e) above.  Any exemption claimed in the Parish Return shall include appropriate documentation copies of invoices to substantiate the exemption.  Requests for exemption under paragraphs  (2) and (3) above must be made in writing to the Parish Relations Sub-Committee, not later than 60 days after the date the parish council approves the project or the purchase of the item, and must include adequate documentation to enable the Parish Relations Sub-Committee to determine that the request is consistent with the criteria for these exemptions.

(5)  Expenses of Income Which are Not Exempt


In accordance with Diocesan Policy, no exemptions shall be approved for any donations, gifts or income from any source (including interest or income accruing from any endowment investment or other fund or bequest), or any memorials, expenditures, moving expenses, repairs or renovations, except as specified as in paragraph (4) above. 

Notice of Motion No. 4

Proposed amendment to Canon 16 to provide for an additional exemption:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following paragraph be added to the list of exemptions from allotment contained in Section 4 of this Canon:

All expenses directly associated with the employment of Youth Ministry personnel by either a region or a parish within the Diocese.

Notice of Motion No. 5

Proposed Motion on Environmental Responsibility:

Land, sea and air belong first and foremost to God. At most, they are entrusted to human beings who are expected, in turn, to respond with gratitude and to hand them on faithfully and intact to future generations. As stewards of the environment, human beings are required by God to act faithfully and responsibly.

Global Anglican Congress on the Stewardship of Creation, November 2002
In keeping with the statement of the Global Anglican Congress of November 2002, the Diocese of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island hereby expresses its unreserved commitment to the promotion of environmental stewardship.

We resolve to establish a diocesan-wide programme of education in responsible environmental stewardship, to be initiated by Dec. 31st. 2010; and that the design and implementation of this programme be the responsibility of the Diocesan Social Justice Sub-Committee; and that a minimum of $6,000.00 each year be allocated to this purpose in fiscal years 2009 and 2010;

We resolve to initiate a plan of 'greening' operations related to all diocesan facilities, congregational facilities and congregational members’ homes, to be initiated by Dec. 31st. 2010; and that the design of this plan be the responsibility of the Diocesan Social Justice Sub-Committee; and that the implementation be carried out by appointed regional environmental coordinators, accountable to the Chair of the Social Justice Sub-Committee; and that a minimum of $5,000.00 each year be allocated to this purpose in fiscal years 2009 and 2010;

We resolve to instigate a review of the Terms of Reference of the Diocesan Social Justice Sub-Committee with a view to highlighting diocesan environmental issues and;

We resolve that the Social Justice sub-Committee shall report on progress in the design of the programme of education and the plan of greening operations at regular meetings of the National and World Mission Committee, and to the Diocesan Synod in 2009;

We resolve that the Social Justice sub-Committee shall report on progress in the implementation of the programme of education and the plan of greening operations at regular meetings of the National and World Mission Committee, and to the Diocesan Synod in 2010.
Notice of Motion No. 6

Proposed Amendments to Canon 16 – Budget
2.  Budget Sub-Committee
(1)  The Budget Sub-Committee shall be a sub-committee of, and responsible to, the Administration and Finance Committee.

(2)  Membership of the Budget Sub-Committee:

(a)  four members appointed by the Administration and Finance Committee from its membership.

1996 
(b)  one member appointed by the Program Planning Committee from its membership.

 

(c)  four appointed by the Regional Deans from their membership.

Provided that if a person who has been appointed pursuant to this sub-section ceases to be a Regional Dean, the person shall continue as a member until the earlier of the next meeting of Synod or the appointment of a successor by the Regional Deans.

(d)  not more than two clerical and two lay members may be co-opted by the Budget Sub-Committee.

1996 

(e)  the Director of Finance in an advisory capacity. 



ADD:

2008

(f)  Members are appointed for a three year term and may serve two terms.

Notice of Motion No. 7

Sustainability of Synod in its Present Membership:

RESOLVED, that this Synod instruct Diocesan Council to form a working group of members of Synod to prepare recommendations to address the sustainability of Synod in its present membership.  Recommendations should include reduction of the number of delegates to Synod, and should lead to a faithful and just representation of both clergy and laity. These recommendations to be brought to the next regular session of Synod for consideration.

RESOLVED, that this Synod ask parishes to voluntarily reduce their lay delegates to the next Synod to a maximum of two, plus one youth; and ask parishes with multiple clergy to prayerfully consider the extent of clergy participation in Synod from the parish.

Background:

1. The diocese has become smaller (number of parishes, number of parishioners) but Synod size has increased.  The maximum number of adult lay delegates was increased from two to three more than a decade ago; clergy numbers have increased through the NSOM program.

2. Synod consistently and significantly overspends its budget. Costs are directly related to numbers; the major cost is food. As well, the larger the Synod, the fewer options for location; location drives costs up because of exclusive contracts between locations and caterers.

3. The Allotment Task Force report – received and adopted by Diocesan Council – calls for further significant reductions in allotment rate and the central Diocesan budget, which now pays most of the costs of Synod.

Notice of Motion No. 8
Sustainable Agriculture Issues:
RESOLVED, that Church authorities make representations to Government addressing the issues and ensuring sustainable agriculture together with a reasonable level of income for those starting the process by producing food animals and crops as they were in the past.
BACKGROUND

1. Food, and the production thereof is essential to the sustainability and well-being of a civilized society.

2. Farming and agriculture (producing food from land) is fundamental to the continuance of modern society, freeing the vast majority of people from this essential task.

3. Farm people understand this and willingly take on the role of first providers and by nature of their occupation become captive suppliers to the greater good.

4. Their very success in the past has created such freedom and subsequently disconnect from the essential role of agriculture by the majority, to the extent that farm incomes have declined to the point of no return, forcing people off the land causing unnecessary importation of food and the export of wealth leading to the general decline of our rural areas and general out-migration causing, now- recognized depopulation.

5. Historical evidence shows it is possible to be self-sufficient without food imports except for tropical and subtropical fruits and spices.

6. Farm families through their efficiencies and decreasing incomes are effectively subsidizing the rest of society giving increased amounts of disposable income for imported and/or non-essential items.

7. The welfare of the Holy Church of God and the spiritual health of its rural congregations are intertwined with local economic situations.

8. American statesman, William Jennings Bryan in 1896 in a speech said:

"I tell you that the great cities rest upon these broad and fertile prairies. Burn down your cities and leave our farms, and your cities will spring up again as if by magic. But destroy our farms and the grass will grow in the street of every city in the country."

Notice of Motion No. 9

Motion of Abeyance – Strategy Planning Committee

BE IT RESOLVED that the Strategy Planning Committee be put into abeyance for the 2008-2009 year.

Notice of Motion No. 10

Motion of Abeyance – Program Planning Committee

BE IT RESOLVED that the Program Planning Committee be put into abeyance for the 2008-2009 year.

