To: All Members of Synod

From: The Rev’d Canon Gordon Redden, Acting Executive Secretary of Synod

Date: December 12, 2007

Regarding: Notice of an Electoral Synod
_______________________________________________________________________

1.  Call for an Electoral Synod.  At its meeting of Thursday, December 6, 2007, Diocesan Council established a Search Committee and set the date for an electoral synod to elect a suffragan bishop to succeed the Rt. Rev’d Susan E. Moxley, elected Diocesan Bishop on October 20, 2007.
2.  Details of the Electoral Synod as now known.  

Date: Friday, 23 May 2008

Time:  Please note that registration and convening times are still being worked out by Synod Arrangements in conjunction with room registration at Dalhousie University.  
When times are known, they will be communicated to members of Synod.
Place:  Synod is being held in the McInnes Room, Student Union Building, Dalhousie University.  
The Bishop and Synod Arrangements want the election part of the Synod to be held in the Cathedral Church of All Saints, if feasible.  When details of place are worked out, members of synod will be advised of the place of the Electoral Synod.
Purpose:  To elect a suffragan bishop.  The Electoral Synod will be the first day of our regular meeting of Synod in May, 2008 – the 141st Session of Synod.  Synod continues on Saturday, May 24 and Sunday, May 25.
3.  The process we will follow.  The search, proposal, nomination and election process for a suffragan bishop are determined by Diocesan Canon 1, Election, Appointment, Consecration and Resignation of Bishops (available on the Diocesan Website).
4.  Search Committee.  Diocesan Council has appointed a Search Committee. 

5.  Who can propose names to the Search Committee?  All members of synod and members of the Provincial House of Bishop may propose names to the Search Committee.  The Search Committee can, in its own right, propose names.  
6.  You help the search process by proposing names to the Search Committee.  If you are currently a member of synod (the May 2007 Synod, or the October 2007 Electoral Synod) or if you are elected a delegate to the forthcoming May 2008 Synod, or if you are a member of the House of Bishops of the Ecclesiastical Province of Canada, you are eligible, invited and encouraged to propose names of suitable persons to the Search Committee. 
7.  How you can propose a name or names to the Search Committee.  Any member of Synod (current or elected as delegate to the May 2008 Synod) or any Provincial Bishop may submit in writing to the Secretary of the Search Committee the name or names of any person or persons proposed for nomination as Suffragan Bishop.  

A person proposed for nomination must be a priest or bishop of the Anglican Church of Canada or a church in full communion therewith (for example, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada) who is at least thirty years and less than seventy years of age 

The following information must be supplied for each person proposed:  




-The name of the person

-The clerical position or office currently held by the person 




-The address of the person




-The telephone number of the person 




-A statement that the person has consented to be proposed.

-A statement that the person proposing the name is a member of synod or a member of the Provincial House of Bishops

Proposed names should be sent to:




The Secretary of the Episcopal Search Committee




Anglican Diocesan Centre




5732 College Street




Halifax, Nova Scotia   B3H 1X3

The deadline for receiving proposed names is Thursday, March 27, 2008 by 5:00 PM, at Reception, second floor, Anglican Diocesan Centre, 5732 College Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia.
5.  Other requirements, qualifications and desirable qualities of a suffragan bishop. The Search Committee is preparing a detailed description of the general qualifications and requirements for a suffragan bishop with specific qualities that it considers desirable in the person who will fill the position.  When this is approved by the Diocesan Bishop, it will be sent to members of synod and Provincial Bishops. You may submit proposed names before you receive this description or you may choose to wait for this description before submitting names.  

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​7.  Please note that there is no provision for ‘further nominations’ as set out in Canon 1, Section 11, when the election is of a suffragan bishop according to Section 6(2) of Canon 1.  
