A Prayer of Receiving and Sharing

A Prayer of Mutuality

Good and gracious God, our hope is in the gift of your grace and spirit.

In Christ we recognize you have already blessed us in 

our lives, our parish of St. John’s and our ministry.

Recognizing the greatness of your generosity toward us we pray:

In Christ we share the hope that our lives will be transformed in a generosity 

that mirrors your generosity.

In Christ we share a hope that our life together will be 

evidence of your hospitality.

In Christ we share a hope that our witness 

will reach those hungry for the good news.

In our common wealth, 

let us be a blessing to you and your creation.

In Christ we bring these gifts.

Amen

This prayer is offered to others for use, by The Rev. Marilyn Newport

The following is offered to us by The Rev. Marian Conrad:

"The offering of our alms and oblations is a representative token of the Church's use of God's bountiful gifts of creation, with which He has blessed and enriched us for the benefit of our human needs.  It symbolizes, in the face of the world's selfishness and greed, the witness and sacrifice of the Church, to the end that all men may have a just and equitable share in the wealth of the earth's material goods, and that hunger and want, insecurity and anxiety for the basic necessities of life be banished from all the peoples of the world. It is significant that the offerings are made not merely in the natural forms in which God has given His gifts to us, but in manufactured forms, representative of our work and labor, and hence of all the political, social, and economic organizations of our lives.  In asking God to receive these gifts and hallow them by taking them up into the redeeming oblation of His only Son, the Church performs not only an act of dutiful stewardship but also lays itself under a searching judgement. For the Offertory demands of us gifts not of convenience, easily spared, but a real sacrifice, an offering before God of a life of labor and a use of property that is devoted and costly according to His will. The spirit of reconciliation and compassion must accompany every outward offering of our substance to God if it is to be pleasing and acceptable to Him."  The Oxford American Prayer Book Commentary pg. 71.

In the spirit of the above, I often pray the following at the offering of the gifts of bread and wine, financial offering and the gifts of food for those in need:

For all your gifts, O Lord, we give you thanks.

For the service of your people in their workplaces and community organizations, we give you thanks.

For the service of your people in this faith community, we give you thanks.

For the offering for the work of the church, for the offering to our Primate's World Relief and Development Fund, we give you thanks.

For the financial offering for the work of this church, we give you thanks.

For the gift of food for those in need, we give you thanks.

I then use the Prayer Over the Gifts for the proper of the day.

