The Christian steward
A Christian steward manages on behalf of God’s mercy, grace and justice, so that God’s vision might find expression in our world.  This is where the Christian steward is different.

Many steward their resources for their own sake, or for the sake of their immediate family. They do this rather than taking a broader view, which focuses on the well-being of the neighbour, whether human or one of God’s other creatures.

Given that we are genetically “wired” instinctively to ensure our own survival, this broader view requires daily, if not minute-to-minute, choice. In addition, for those of us whose basic physical needs are already covered, defining what we mean by survival becomes a study in compromise.

The truth is that God has called us to be sure that everyone is fed, safe and welcomed. Until we can be assured of these basics, none of us should rest, particularly those of us who have far more than the bare necessities. Few travel to places where poverty, civil unrest or warfare reigns. Yet those few can easily forget the images and people they met there. The internal dissonance that bubbles up is not comfortable.  Why do we have so much? Why do they have so little?

This is all the harder for us as Christian stewards. We know that we have been called to address these inequities, regardless of how they have come to be. We are called to give of ourselves; to share what we have been given. We are called so that others might be fed, made safe and welcomed.
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