TELL ME A STORY
An exercise for a stewardship evening ~ allow 90 minutes
The Scriptures are full of stories that demonstrate God’s generosity, and the effect of generosity on the part of the people of God.

Telling the story means more when the listener is invited into the story.

Step one (5 minutes)
Identify the story: the Good Samaritan; the Parable of the Talents; The rich man & Lazarus; the Prodigal Son … and there are many more.

Step two (2 minutes)
Invite everyone to think about the characters in the story as it is told.

Is there someone who received a gift?

Is there someone who gave a gift?

Was there an intermediary between giver and recipient? 
Step three (15 minutes)
Tell the story, (it is better to tell it than to read it).
Ask the question: What is the story telling us, with special reference to the characters.

Step four (15 minutes)
Invite participants to think about the story from the perspective of the characters. How is the story significant to each character?

Step five (15 minutes)
Ask: In what ways might each character have changed as a result of the story?

Step six (15 minutes)
Ask: Does the story tell you anything about God?

         Have you other examples of this in your own experience?

Step seven (1 minute)
Pray thanking God for stories that assure us of God’s generous faithfulness.
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