People, both clergy and lay, often tend to think of a congregation as “theirs”. Even the way we refer to congregations betrays this ownership model.  Clergy will casually refer to “my congregation”. Likewise the people will often speak of “our congregation” or “my congregation”, as if a congregation is a possession that belongs to us, or a business that we corporately own.  It is true, of course, that the pronouns “my” and “our” can signify a positive sense of commitment and belonging. Yet in the experience of many pastors and committed Christians, the language can also provide the sense that the congregation belongs to us, and exists first and foremost to meet our needs.

Question for reflection:

What difference might it make if we begin more intentionally to think of the congregation to which we belong as God’s and not mine or ours?

Rolf Jacobson “Stewards of God’s Mysteries”
In recent years concern has grown that there may be a flaw with the model that governs how we think of congregational ministry. In civil society church affiliation is perceived as a matter of voluntary association, and it must be so conceived in our democratic civil society. But in the Christian Church affiliation cannot be seen as only a matter of voluntary association. It must also be a call from God; a Spirit-given vocation. Indeed it must be seen as the work of God that calls us to be the Church. 

Question for reflection”

Does our model of congregational ministry concede too much to the cultural attitude of church membership as a voluntary association?

Rolf Jacobson “Stewards of God’s Mysteries”
In the ancient world the word “steward” described someone, normally a slave, who was placed in a position of responsibility and trust over the property of another person.

Question for reflection:

Is this how we see ourselves in relation to all that God has entrusted to us?

Rolf Jacobson “Stewards of God’s Mysteries”
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