EPHESIANS 4:11-12
A Reflection

I was brought up to think in terms of gifted people: artists, musicians, surgeons, speakers and the like.  I thought that somehow God had blessed them in special ways. Lucky them!

I was mistaken.  God is the giver of all gifts, and those gifts are not simply blessings for the people who have them.

God’s gifts are people exercising ministries for the benefit of the whole body….apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers.  All gifts have the same purpose, not to promote or honour the gifted one, but to build up the Body of Christ.  

The gift is given to the whole community
for the benefit of the whole community.

I doubt if Geoff would have made a claim to it, but we know that he was God’s gift to the faith community.  His ministry was not to promote or honour himself, but to build up the community of faith.

Geoff was God’s gift to us. Geoff’s many ways of serving will continue to be God’s gift to us. 

And that gives us pause.

Maybe I’ve got to start seeing my ministry as God’s gift toward the building up of the body of Christ…not something I own personally, but something that God has given for the benefit of all.

Not necessarily a spectacular gift; not necessarily an outstanding gift, but still God’s gift, and my ministry must be exercised never forgetting that the gift is not mine but God’s – the giver of all gifts.
+Douglas Hambidge
