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Companion Relationship with the Diocese of Manicaland i






	While attending the Anglican-Lutheran International Commission meeting in Tanzania last week, I had opportunity to speak with Bishop Sebastian Bakare concerning our relationship as Companion Dioceses. 

As many of you know, he and two representatives from Mothers’ Union -Sonja and Portia -visited our diocese in 2004. At that Synod we signed a Declaration of Companionship and exchanged gifts and the assurance of prayers for one another. Our hope was that this year we would make a visit to Manicaland in June. However, Bishop Bakare has advised me that we not proceed with plans for a visit at this time. The political situation in Zimbabwe remains unstable and the economy is in crisis. Due to fuel shortages, the capacity for travel is limited; in fact, Sebastian describes himself as grounded and limited in his pastoral visits to parishes in and surrounding Mutare. He simply cannot get to some of the rural parishes. Given the fact that the primary purposes of a visit to a companion diocese is to see the country, meet the people, experience the culture and be enlivened by that Church’s witness to the Gospel of Christ, and that we would not able to do any of these things, our visit is on hold until such time as the situation in Zimbabwe changes. 

Acknowledging this reality, Sebastian and I turned our attention to ways in which we could continue to celebrate our companion relationship. 

First, we shared with one another that on the Baptism of the Lord many of our parishes used liturgies from our respective Churches. Secondly, we noted that in our pastoral visits to parishes the Cycles of Prayer for both dioceses are used faithfully. Sebastian also noted that through their newly-established diocesan website [http://www.anglicandioceseofmanicaland.co.zw/] a number of Anglicans from Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island are making connections with folks in Manicaland and it is much appreciated. 

Sebastian reported that as a direct result of visiting a soup kitchen in our diocese, soup kitchens have been set up in a couple of places in Manicaland. Links between Mothers’ Union groups in our dioceses are growing. Provision of emergency relief supplies for those whose homes are destroyed is a real need. Information about how financial assistance can be offered can be obtained through the Synod Office. Sebastian says that for projects related to HIV and AIDS there is good and consistent support through the United Nations and the Red Cross. Nonetheless, support of our Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund initiative “A Generation Without AIDS” will continue to make the difference for which we all pray. 

On June 18th, the Church throughout the world commemorates the life and witness of Bernard Mizeki, the first catechist in Zimbabwe. On that day many people from all over southern Africa make their way to the site of his martyrdom “in order to offer their prayers and petitions in the house of so great a witness for Christ.” (p. 200, For All the Saints). And this year that will happen again. Although we cannot make the visit, we will be there in spirit. It is my intention to invite everyone to the Cathedral for a diocesan service on Monday June 19th. Sebastian and I have arranged to deliver sermons prepared by one another at these respective celebrations. We anticipate the services to include acts of personal and corporate renewal in our life together in Christ. Prayers, of course, will be offered that as “we remember the prophets, apostles, martyrs and all who have borne witness to the Gospel, the Lord will direct our lives in the same spirit of service and sacrifice.” (Litany #5, p. 115, BAS). 

We hope, as well, to do something of a diocesan nature in our dioceses as we celebrate the Reign of Christ later in the year. 

I cannot tell you how good it was to see Sebastian, to talk with him and to then exchange the Peace. As we went our separate ways, we promised to take warm greetings to one another’s diocesan family, recognizing that in Christ Jesus we are for ever one. 
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