Service of Deconsecration

St. Matthew’s Church

Walton, N.S.

September 7, 2008

The Holy Communion

Opening Hymn

1. Lo, God is here: let us adore,

And own how sacred is this place:

Let all within us feel God’s power,

And silent bow before God’s face: 

Redeeming Lord, thy grace we prove,

Serve thee with awe, with reverence love.

2. Lo, God is here! Both day and night

United choirs of angels sing;

To God, enthroned above all height,

Heaven’s host their noblest praises bring;

Disdain not, Lord, our meaner song,

Who praise thee with a stammering tongue.

3. Almighty Lord, may this our praise

Thy courts with grateful fragrance fill

Still may we stand before thy face,

Still hear and do thy sovereign will;

To thee may all our thoughts arise,

Ceaseless, accepted sacrifice.

The Bishop, standing at the Table, shall say in an audible voice the Lord's Prayer with the Collect following, the people kneeling.

OUR Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.

ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Then shall the Bishop, facing the people, rehearse the  Two Great Commandments of the Law.

OUR Lord Jesus Christ said: Hear O Israel, The Lord our God is one Lord; and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength. This is the first and great commandment And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.

People. Lord, have mercy upon us, and write both these thy laws in our hearts, we beseech thee.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Lord be with you;

People. And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Then may follow this Collect for the Queen.

ALMIGHTY God, whose kingdom is everlasting, and power infinite: Have mercy upon the whole Church; and so rule the heart of thy chosen servant ELIZABETH, our Queen and Governor, that she, knowing whose minister she is, may above all things seek thy honour and glory: and that we and all her subjects, duly considering whose authority she hath, may faithfully serve, honour, and humbly obey her, in thee, and for thee, according to thy blessed Word and ordinance; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

Then shall be said THE COLLECT OF THE DAY.

O Most Glorious God, whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain, we give thanks that thou hast graciously accepted the dedication of this place to thy service: Grant that all who here call upon thee, may worship thee in spirit and in truth, and may in their lives show forth thy praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

Then, the people being seated, the person appointed shall read THE LESSON, saying: The Lesson is written in the twenty-first chapter of The Book of Revelation, beginning at the first verse. 

(Revelation 21: 1-7)

And the reading ended, (s)he shall say: Here endeth the Lesson.

Hymn

1. We love the place, O God,

Wherein thine honour dwells;

The joy of thine abode

All earthly joy excels.

2. It is the house of prayer,

Wherein thy servants meet;

And thou, O Lord, art there

Thy chosen flock to greet

3. We love the sacred font;

For there the Holy Dove

To pour is ever wont

His blessing from above.

4. We love thine altar, Lord;

O what on earth so dear?

For there, in faith adored,

We find thy presence near.

5. We love the word of life,

The word that tells of peace,

Of comfort in the strife,

And joys that never cease.

6. We love to sing below

For mercies freely given;

But O we long to know

The triumph-song of heaven.

7. Lord Jesus, give us grace

On earth to love thee more,

In heaven to see thy face,

And with thy saints adore.

Then shall the people stand for THE GOSPEL; and the one who reads shall say: The Holy Gospel is written in the twenty-first chapter of the Gospel according to Saint Matthew, beginning at the twelfth verse.

Then shall the people  say: Glory be to thee, O Lord.

(Matthew 21: 12-16)

And after the reading of the Gospel they shall  say: Praise be to thee, O Christ.
Then shall be said this Creed.

I BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things visible and invisible:

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of the Father before all worlds; God, of God; Light, of Light; Very God, of very God; Begotten, not made; Being of one substance with the Father; Through whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man, And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead: Whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, The Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the Prophets. And I believe One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come. Amen.

THE SERMON

THE OFFERTORY

Offer unto God the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto the Most High.

Psalm 50. 14.

Hymn

1. Your hand, O God, has guided your flock from age to age;

The wondrous tale is written, full clear ,on every page.

Our forebears owned your goodness and we their deeds record,

And both of this bear witness: one church, one faith, one Lord.

2. Your heralds brought glad tidings to greatest as to least;

They bade them rise, and hasten to share the royal feast;

And this was all their teaching, in every deed and word,

To all alike proclaiming one church, one faith, one Lord.

3.  When shadows, thickly falling, engulfed the world in night,

You summoned forth your servants, your messengers of light.

On them and on your people your plenteous grace was poured,

And this was still their message: one church, one faith, one 

Lord.

4. And we, shall we be faithless, shall hearts fail, hands hang 

down?

Shall we evade the struggle and cast away the crown?

Not so; in God’s deep counsels some better gift is stored:

The covenant of promise – one church, one faith, one Lord.

5. Your mercy will not fail us, nor leave your work undone;

With your right hand to help us, your people shall be one;

And then, by all creation, your name shall be adored,

And this shall be their anthem: one church, one faith, one Lord.

BLESSED be thou, LORD God of Israel, for ever and ever. All that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine.

All things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.

1 Chronicles 29. 10, 11, 14.

Litany

For the Faith and foresight of the founders of this congregation,


We thank you God.

For all who ensured the continuation of ministry and worship,


We thank you God.

For those who maintained this Place for the faithful to gather,


We thank you God.

For the gift of the Holy Spirit and new life in baptism,


We thank you God.

For the Holy Eucharist in which we have a foretaste of your eternal kingdom,


We thank you God.

For the blessing of vows as the faithful began new lies together in marriage,


We thank you God.

For the lives and the faith of those who have gone before us and now live in your greater glory,


We thank you God.

For courage and strength for us to continue sacred ministry in this community,


We pray to you, Lord.

In remembrance of your mercies in time past, we now bring before you the cares and concerns of our day…(intercessions for the church, the sick, and so on).

Grant our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen.

Confession and Absolution

YE that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with your neighbours, and intend to lead the new life, following the commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your comfort; and make your humble confession to Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon your knees.

Then shall this general Confession be made by all,

ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men: We acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness, Which we from time to time most grievously have committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against thy Divine Majesty. We do earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these our misdoings. Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, Forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee In newness of life, To the honour and glory of thy Name; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Then shall the Bishop pronounce this Absolution:

ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him: Have mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Then shall be said:

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all that truly turn to him.

COME unto me all that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will refresh you.

St Matthew 11. 28.

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

St John 3. 16.

Hear also what Saint Paul saith.

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.

1 Timothy 1. 15.

Hear also what Saint John saith.

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins.

1 St John 2. 1, 2.

THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION

THE Lord be with you;

People. And with thy spirit.

Priest. Lift up your hearts;

People. We lift them up unto the Lord.

Priest. Let us give thanks unto our Lord God;

People. It is meet and right so to do.

IT is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God, Creator and Preserver of all things.

WHO in the multitude of thy Saints hast compassed us about with so great a cloud of witnesses, that we, rejoicing in their fellowship, may run with patience the race that is set before us, and together with them may receive the crown of glory that fadeth not away.

THEREFORE with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee and saying:

Priest and People. HOLY, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.  Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.

BLESSING and glory and thanksgiving be unto thee Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memorial of that his precious death, until his coming again.

Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we receiving these thy creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, atook Bread; and, when he had given thanks, bhe brake it; and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat; cthis is my Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me. Likewise after supper dhe took the Cup; and, when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all, of this; for ethis is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the remission of sins: Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.

Wherefore, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, we thy humble servants, with all thy holy Church, remembering the precious death of thy beloved Son, his mighty resurrection, and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming again in glory, do make before thee, in this sacrament of the holy Bread of eternal life and the Cup of everlasting salvation, the memorial which he hath commanded; And we entirely desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, most humbly beseeching thee to grant, that by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion; And we pray that by the power of thy Holy Spirit, all we who are partakers of this holy Communion may be fulfilled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.

After a short period of silence:

THE peace of the Lord be always with you;

People. And with thy spirit.

Then all that shall receive the Communion humbly say this prayer following:

WE do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, Trusting in our own righteousness, But in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy So much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, Whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, So to eat the Flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, And to drink his Blood, That our sinful bodies may be made clean by his Body, And our souls washed through his most precious Blood, And that we may evermore dwell in him, And he in us. Amen.

THE COMMUNION

Prayer After Communion

Let us pray.

OUR Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

Then shall the Bishop say

ALMIGHTY and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee that thou dost graciously feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; assuring us thereby of thy favour and goodness towards us; and that we are living members of his mystical body, which is the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs through hope of thy everlasting kingdom.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee. And although we are unworthy, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offences; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen.

Then shall be said Gloria in Excelsis. 

GLORY be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Removal of Sacred Items

The Sentence of Deconsecration

The Renewal of Baptismal Promises

The Bishop shall move to the Font and shall say to the Congregation:

DEARLY beloved, forasmuch as you have been baptized into the family of Christ's Church, and have promised to renounce the devil and all his works, and to believe in God, and serve him: you must remember that it is your part and duty to remember those sacred vows.

USE all diligence therefore to see that you lead a godly and a Christian life; that you continue to pray, and to take your part in public worship.

TAKE care that you continue faithful to the Creed, the Ten Commandments and the Lord's Prayer, that you take the opportunity to remember your Confirmation promises and, whenever possible renew those promises when a service of Confirmation takes place.  So that you may be strengthened by the Holy Spirit, come regularly to receive the holy Communion of the Body and Blood of Christ, and then go forth into the world to serve God faithfully in the fellowship of God’s Church.

REMEMBER always that Baptism represents unto us our profession; which is, to follow our Saviour Christ, and to be made like unto him; that as he died and rose again for us, so should we, who are baptized, die from sin, and rise again unto righteousness, continually mortifying all evil desires, and daily increasing in all virtue and godliness of living.

WILL you be faithful in the fulfilment of these duties?

Answer: I will, the Lord being my helper.


Then the Bishop shall sprinkle the congregation with Holy Water as the sign of their renewed commitment.
The Blessing

Then the Bishop shall let them depart with this Blessing.

MAY the Lord God who has given you the will to do all these things, grant you the strength of the Holy Spirit to accomplish them; and may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you, this day and evermore. 

Closing Hymn

1. The love of Jesus calls us our joyous praise to sing;

Our deeply felt thanksgivings we now together bring,

For all God’s many blessings, unasked yet still received.

And for the generations who faithfully believed.

2. The love of Jesus calls us, that we may always be

Companions on a journey, where all the world may see

That serving Christ is freedom which time does not destroy;

Where Christ’s command is duty, and every duty joy.

3. The love of Jesus calls us to go where he would go,

To challenge all that limits, to change, to learn, to grow,

To know that Christ has freed us, that prisons are no more;

For those who seek his kingdom, Christ opens every door.

4. The love of Jesus calls us in swiftly changing days,

To be God’s co-creators in new and wondrous ways;

That God with men and women may so transform the earth,

That love and peace and justice may give God’s kingdom birth.

Dismissal

