Diocese of Nova Scotia

Dear Friends in Christ:

I am delighted that you want to have your marriage witnessed in the Church, and blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ.

I am aware that there are many challenges and stresses facing marriage today. In same instances, despite the best efforts and intentions of the partners, the covenant of marriage is broken beyond repair. Many people who have endured the breakdown of a marriage do eventually choose to marry again. As you know, a formerly married person brings into a new marriage experiences and responsibilities which can contribute both wisdom and burdens to a new marriage.

The Anglican Church of Canada recognizes that a marriage involving previously married persons needs additional preparation, encouragement and affirmation as the couple assesses and takes on the responsibilities and complexities of a blended family household.

As your Bishop, I am committed to assisting you in getting the best possible start in your new life together. The Diocesan Ecclesiastical Matrimonial Commission reviews, under my supervision, the responses made by you and your priest on the attached application. 

This application is intended to assist you and your priest in the pastoral process of marriage preparation. You may find this to be challenging, even uncomfortable. The goals of this process are to assist in healing wounds from past relationships; help identify what you have learned from the past; clarify how this new relationship is different from previous ones; promote healing and reconciliation between you and the church; open a way for the renewal of your Christian faith. This will be a demanding journey for you and for your priest. Time, energy and commitment from all concerned are needed. If, as you work through the application form, you decide there are additional factors you would like me to understand, please include these on extra pages. 

I wish you every blessing in this important task. Your application will receive compassionate and prayerful consideration.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Right Reverend Fred Hiltz 
Bishop of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island
/jir

Enclosure

	ECCLESIASTICAL MATRIMONIAL COMMISSION -

NOTES FOR INCUMBENT


	(PLEASE DETACH FROM APPLICATION AND KEEP FOR FUTURE REFERENCE)


A.) REMARRIAGE IN THE CHURCH

(I)
Permission to remarry within the Church requires the special permission of the Bishop. Permission is requested by those who desire to retain their communicant status with the Anglican Church following a new marriage.

(2)
Permission to remarry within the Church is possible upon the completion of all divorce proceedings and the granting of a certificate of divorce from due authority.

(3)
Consultation with the Incumbent and application to the Bishop through the Diocesan Ecclesiastical Matrimonial Commission, in accordance with the provisions of General Synod Canon XXI, are necessary steps in the process of securing permission to remarry. Clergy unable by reason of conscience to assist couples in preparation for remarriage will refer the couple to another Anglican Priest, extending the hospitality of the Parish to that Priest for the purposes of the pre-marital preparation and the wedding.

(4)
The application for permission to remarry shall be made to the incumbent of the Parish in which the marriage is to take place. The forms required will be of that Diocese in which the marriage is to take place and will be submitted to that Diocesan Ecclesiastical Matrimonial Commission.

(5)
The Incumbent of the Parish in which the wedding is to occur shall assist the couple in the preparation of the application except in such cases as: 

     - the couple resides at a significant distance from the place of the intended marriage;

     - the couple lives at a significant distance from each other;

      - other circumstances require special arrangements; in which case the interviews shall be arranged by the Incumbent through Parish Clergy living in reasonable proximity to the individual(s).

(6)
The Canonical provisions for a Diocesan Ecclesiastical Matrimonial Commission are provided in Part VI of Canon XXI. In cases where either applicant has entered into two or more marriages which have been dissolved, the Incumbent is referred to Canon XXI, s.24 (b)

B.) ANGLICAN AND ROMAN CATHOLIC REMARRIAGE

The Bishop requires that, in the case of a Roman Catholic and an Anglican couple, the “Pastoral Guidelines for Interchurch Marriages” be followed. For a remarriage the Appendix “C” is to be followed. There are three points which each incumbent must be made aware of, and must be sure the couple understands.

I.
Unless a divorced Roman Catholic receives an ecclesiastical annulment through the R.C. Tribunal the remarriage cannot be considered valid in R.C. Canon Law.

2.
A single Roman Catholic applying to marry a divorced Anglican may wish to continue communicant status in the R.C. Church. He or she may not need to apply to the R.C. Tribunal, but will need to have their parish priest involved in the remarriage to make it valid, either by his presence or by the presence of his approved witnesses.

3.
In either case, a divorced R.C. member with ecclesiastical annulment or a single R.C. member marrying a divorced Anglican may continue their communicant status in their own Church as an individual. BUT UNLESS THE R.C. PRIEST IS INVOLVED OR PROPER R.C.

WITNESSES, YOUR MARRIAGE OF THE COUPLE CANNOT BE RECOGNIZED   AS VALID IN R.C. CANON LAW. It is Important for the incumbent to be aware of this, and to make the couple aware of it. When a marriage is canonically invalid the R.C. Church has no alternative but to seek a new and “valid” ceremony. The Commission cannot recommend any remarriage which is an interim one that is likely to be “validated” later.

C.) APPLICANTS NEITHER OF WHOM IS ANGLICAN

If neither of the applicants is a member of the Anglican Church, the Bishop has directed that evidence of definite steps towards membership be shown by the applicants before application for remarriage is made. These definite steps should be outlined in the application (i.e. preparation for reception into the Anglican Communion from another Church, preparation for confirmation/baptism.)

D.) APPLICANT WHO IS UNBAPTIZED

Permission of the Bishop is required in the case of an applicant who is unbaptized. This permission should be sought prior to making application for remarriage.

E.) BLESSING OF A CIVIL MARRIAGE OR MARRIAGE SOLEMNIZED IN ANOTHER CHURCH OF PERSONS WHO ARE DIVORCED.

The Bishop has directed that divorced persons whose marriage was performed before a Judge or in another Church, who wish that marriage to be blessed in the Anglican Church, must apply for the Bishop’s permission following the same procedure as for those seeking remarriage in the Church. After two years of civil marriage application may be made through the Incumbent to the Diocesan Bishop regarding admission to Holy Communion in accordance with Part V of the Canon.

F.) APPLICANTS WHO ARE WIDOWED OR FROM A PREVIOUS COMMON LAW RELATIONSHIP

Parties to an application who have been widowed or who have ended a long-term common-law relationship may wish to comment on their previous union. This is not required by the Canon but may prove helpful. Applicants wishing to discuss this personal history may do so on a separate page.

G.) FILLING OUT THE APPLICATION

	Except in cases of total illiteracy or other disability, the application is to be completed by the applicants themselves, in their own writing, in their own words, and on their own time, after the form has been reviewed and explained to them. These answers can then be discussed, gaps filled in, and amplifications made at later meetings with the couple. Page I is to be completed by the Incumbent.


H.) SUBMISSION DEADLINES

Each application received must be copied and sent to members of the Commission by the Diocesan Office PRIOR to the regular monthly meeting. Therefore the deadline for the receipt of applications is 7 days before the first Friday of each month. Applications received after this deadline will be put over to the next monthly meeting.

PLEASE ALLOW 60 DAYS FOR AN APPLICATION TO BE DEALT WITH BY THE COMMISSION AND THE BISHOP, AND COUNSEL THE COUPLE ACCORDINGLY NOT TO SET A DATE BEFORE RECEIVING PERMISSION TO REMARRY FROM THE BISHOP.

	THE NEW FORM SUPERCEDES ALL PREVIOUS FORMS, PLEASE COPY THE ONE ATTACHED AND DISCARD OTHERS IN YOUR FILES.


	PAGE 1

[THIS PAGE TO BE COMPLETED BY INCUMBENT]

	PARISH:

	RECTOR:

	
	MALE APPPLICANT
	FEMALE APPLICANT

	LAST NAME


FIRST NAME AND INITIAL(S)
	
	

	ADDRESS
	
	

	DATE OF BIRTH
	
	

	OCCUPATION
	
	

	IF UNEMPLOYED OR RETIRED, GIVE PREVIOUS OCCUPATION
	
	

	MARITIAL STATUS
	___Single


___Divorced


___Widowed. Please give date of former spouse’s death:

_____________________


	___Single


___Divorced


___Widowed. Please give date of former spouse’s death:

_________________________

	PRESENT PARISH
	
	

	PRESENT LIVING STATUS
	
	

	PLACE OF RESIDENCE AFTER PROPOSED MARRIAGE
	
	


FOR COMMISSION USE: ______________________________

EMC # ___________________________________________

DATE RECEIVED: _________________________________

CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE ENCLOSED: ______________

RECOMMENDATION: ______________________________

BISHOP’S DECISION: ______________________________
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FORMER MARRIAGE(S)

MALE APPLICANT (If Divorced)
[PHOTOCOPY AND COMPLETE SEPARATE PAGE FOR EACH FORMER MARRIAGE WHICH ENDED BY DIVORCE.]
Date of Marriage: _________________________________

Place of Marriage [Municipality, Province, Country]: ____________________________________________

Church in which married: _______________________________

Name of Officiant: __________________________________________

	
	APPLICANT
	APPLICANT’S FORMER SPOUSE

	NAME
	
	

	AGE AT TIME OF MARRIAGE
	
	

	MARITAL STATUS AT TIME OF MARRIAGE
	_____Single
_____Divorced
_____Widowed
	____Single
____Divorced
____Widowed


Date you and your former spouse ceased living together as husband and wife:

_________________________________

Who petitioned for the Divorce? _____________________________________________

Grounds upon which the Divorce was granted: _Separation: __One year ___Three years

__ Five Years___ Adultery __ Cruelty

What are your financial responsibilities (if any) to your former spouse? ___________________________________________________

How are these responsibilities being fulfilled? ____________________________________________________

Date CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE (or DECREE ABSOLUTE) was granted: _________________
Is your former spouse re-married? _____ Yes _____ No
Address of former spouse _________________________________________________

                                             _________________________________________________

NOTE: SCHEDULE “D” OF CANON XXI PROVIDES THAT ANY FORMER PARTNER TO A MARRIAGE MAY BE NOTIFIED OF THE APPLICATION AND PROVIDED WITH A COPY OF THE APPLICATION FOR COMMENT.

	** PLEASE OUTLINE (on a separate piece of paper), IN DETAIL, each of the following:


I.
The causes that led to the breakdown of your former marriage;

2.
When you were first aware that your former marriage was in difficulty?
3.
What attempts at reconciliation were made by you and your spouse and why, in your opinion, did these not succeed?
4.
What led you to conclude that the former marriage could not continue?
5.
What is your opinion now of your role in the disintegration of your former marriage?
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FORMER MARRIAGE(S)

FEMALE APPLICANT (If Divorced) 

[PHOTOCOPY AND COMPLETE SEPARATE PAGE FOR EACH FORMER MARRIAGE WHICH ENDED BY DIVORCE.]
Date of Marriage: _________________________________

Place of Marriage [Municipality, Province, Country]: ____________________________________________

Church in which married: _______________________________

Name of Officiant: __________________________________________

	
	APPLICANT
	APPLICANT’S FORMER SPOUSE

	NAME
	
	

	AGE AT TIME OF MARRIAGE
	
	

	MARITAL STATUS AT TIME OF MARRIAGE
	_____Single
_____Divorced
_____Widowed
	____Single
____Divorced
____Widowed


Date you and your former spouse ceased living together as husband and wife:

_________________________________

Who petitioned for the Divorce? _____________________________________________

Grounds upon which the Divorce was granted: ___Separation: __One year __Three years___ Five Years

 ___Adultery___ Cruelty

What are your financial responsibilities (if any) to your former spouse? ___________________________________________________

How are these responsibilities being fulfilled? ____________________________________________________

Date CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE (or DECREE ABSOLUTE) was granted: _________________
Is your former spouse re-married? _____ Yes _____ No
Address of former spouse: _______________________________________________________________

Five years

NOTE: SCHEDULE “D” OF CANON XXI PROVIDES THAT ANY FORMER PARTNER TO A MARRIAGE MAY BE NOTIFIED OF THE APPLICATION AND PROVIDED WITH A COPY OF THE APPLICATION FOR COMMENT.

	** PLEASE OUTLINE (on a separate piece of paper), IN DETAIL, each of the following:


I.
The causes that led to the breakdown of your former marriage.
2.
When you were first aware that your former marriage was in difficulty?
3.
What attempts at reconciliation were made by you and your spouse and why, in your opinion, did these not succeed?
4.
What led you to conclude that the former marriage could not continue?
5.
What is your opinion now of your role in the disintegration of your former marriage?

PAGE 4

CHILDREN FROM PREVIOUS MARRIAGE(S) OR RELATIONSHIP(S)

MALE APPLICANT:

Please give the names, addresses and ages of any children born to your previous marriage or to a previous relationship.
	Name


	Address
	Age
	Name of Mother


PLEASE STATE:

Who now has custody of the foregoing children?

Who is responsible for their financial support?

What are your financial responsibilities (if any) to the children of the former marriage/relationship?

How are these responsibilities being fulfilled?

What financial support is now being given?

How often do the children visit with the non-custodial parent?

How do the children get along with the non-custodial parent?

What is the attitude of each of the children to your proposed marriage?

How do you see each of these children relating to both of you in your married life?

Taking into account any difficulties and opportunities you foresee, how do you anticipate developing and sustaining your new family life? (Use an extra sheet for your answer if you wish.)
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CHILDREN FROM PREVIOUS MARRIAGE(S) OR RELATIONSHIP(S)

FEMALE APPLICANT:

Please give the names, addresses and ages of any children born to your previous marriage or to a previous relationship.
	Name


	Address
	Age
	Name of Mother


PLEASE STATE:

Who now has custody of the foregoing children?

Who is responsible for their financial support?

What are your financial responsibilities (if any) to the children of the former marriage/relationship?

How are these responsibilities being fulfilled?

What financial support is now being given?

How often do the children visit with the non-custodial parent?

How do the children get along with the non-custodial parent?

What is the attitude of each of the children to your proposed marriage?

How do you see each of these children relating to both of you in your married life?

Taking into account any difficulties and opportunities you foresee, how do you anticipate developing and sustaining your new family life? (Use an extra sheet for your answer if you wish.)
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PRESENT RELATIONSHIP

MALE APPLICANT:

1. How long, and in what circumstances, have you known each other?

2. What are some of the challenges the two of you will be facing in your life together?

3. The full reasons for your confidence that your proposed marriage will be stable.

4. If you are divorced (or separated from a common law relationship), what, if anything, have you learned from your experience and knowledge of the broken marriage/relationship that you see as beneficial to your proposed marriage?

5. If either you or the other Applicant has been divorced on two(2) or more prior occasions, what circumstances do you consider should be taken into consideration with respect to the approval of a third or subsequent re-marriage?
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PRESENT RELATIONSHIP

FEMALE APPLICANT:

1. How long, and in what circumstances, have you known each other?

2. What are some of the challenges the two of you will be facing in your life together?

3. The full reasons for your confidence that your proposed marriage will be stable.

4. If you are divorced (or separated from a common law relationship), what, if anything, have you learned from your experience and knowledge of the broken marriage/relationship that you see as beneficial to your proposed marriage?

5. If either you or the other Applicant has been divorced on two(2) or more prior occasions, what circumstances do you consider should be taken into consideration with respect to the approval of a third or subsequent re-marriage?
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CHURCH AFFILIATION

MALE APPLICANT:

Present Parish: _________________________________________________

Denomination: __________________________________________________

Baptized:                      ___Yes ___No

Confirmed:                    ___Yes ___No

Regular Communicant ___Yes ____No

(1)    How often do you attend church?

(2)   What has been your relationship to the church in the past?

(3)  What is your present relationship with the church?

(4)
(a) What do you see as your commitment to the life and worship of the Church after                                    marriage?

(b) If this relationship is/is not expected to differ from your present relationship with the Church, why or why not?

NOTE:

IF AN APPLICANT IS A MEMBER OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, A

DECLARATION OF SPECIAL ASSURANCE MUST BE COMPLETED AND SIGNED BY THAT

APPLICANT.
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CHURCH AFFILIATION

FEMALE APPLICANT:

Present Parish:_________________________________________________

Denomination:__________________________________________________

Baptized:                      ___Yes  ___No

Confirmed:                    ___Yes  ___No

Regular Communicant ___Yes ____No

(1)    How often do you attend church?

(2)   What has been your relationship to the church in the past?

(3)  What is your present relationship with the church?

(4)
(a)What do you see as your commitment to the life and worship of the Church after marriage?

(b) If this relationship is/is not expected to differ from your present relationship with the Church, why or why not?

NOTE:

IF AN APPLICANT IS A MEMBER OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, A

DECLARATION OF SPECIAL ASSURANCE MUST BE COMPLETED AND SIGNED BY THAT

APPLICANT.
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	DECLARATIONS To be signed by applicants, dated and witnessed by the Incumbant.


WE ______________________________   AND ___________________

WISHING TO BE MARRIED AT ___________________________________

(name and location of Church) do hereby make application to the Ecclesiastical

Matrimonial Commission of the Diocese of Nova Scotia seeking the permission of the

Bishop to remarry according to the rites of the Anglican Church of Canada.

WE hereby declare that we intend to enter into marriage which we acknowledge to be a union in faithful love, to the exclusion of all others on either side, for better or for worse, until we are separated by death.

WE undertake to prepare ourselves for the exchange of vows at our wedding, recognizing that by this mutual exchange our union in marriage will be established.

WE intend to strive thereafter to fulfill the purpose of marriage:

a) the mutual fellowship, support and comfort of one another; 

b) the procreation (if it may be) and nurture of children;

c) and the creation of a relationship in which sexuality may serve personal fulfillment in a community of faithful love.

(Schedule ‘A’, Canon XXI)

The answers I have given to the questions in this application, and the declarations I have made are, to the best of my knowledge, complete and true.

_______________________________                               ______________________________

MAN                                                                                      WOMAN

________________________________                               _____________________________

INCUMBENT                                                                          DATE

*
If either applicant has previously made any application to any Ecclesiastical Matrimonial Commission of the Anglican Church of Canada please give details of such application(s) on a separate sheet.
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REPORT OF THE INCUMBENT

	A Covering letter is requested containing your considered comments on each of the following points.


1.        How long and in what circumstances have you known each of the Applicants prior to              discussing this application with them?

2.
How many interviews have you had with the Applicants?

3.
What concerns, if any, arise out of your exchanges with the Applicants?

4.
What is your understanding of the causes of the breakdown of the previous marriage?

5.
What, in your opinion, do the Applicants bring to this marriage that will help them form a healthy relationship?

6.
Do you recommend this proposed marriage and, if so, what are your reasons for doing so?

7.
If permission is given, will you be willing to perform the marriage?

8.
If permission is given, what future counselling and preparation do you recommend that this couple have and how is this going to be provided?

9.
If this marriage is to take place in another parish, what arrangements have been made between you and that Incumbent?

10.
Please comment on your discussions with the Applicants on their commitment to the life and worship of the Church after the marriage.

11.
In the event that either or both Applicants has been divorced on two (2) or more prior occasions, what circumstances do you consider should be taken into consideration in recommending a third or subsequent re-marriage, as required by the Canon? {Canon XXI, Part IV, s.25 (b)}

12.
Any additional information that may assist the Commission and the Bishop with respect to this Application.

	Document Check list:


I.
Certificate of Divorce (Decree Absolute) for each of the previous marriages which ended in divorce where the ex-spouse is still living.

2.
Declaration of Special Assurance completed and signed by the Roman Catholic applicant.

3.
The separate pages containing answers to questions on Pages 2-3 for each of the former marriages which ended in divorce.

4.
Your own covering letter answering the questions above.

THE DIOCESE OF NOVA SCOTIA

THE ECCLESIASTICAL MATRIMONIAL COMMISSION

TO BE USED WHEN ONE PARTY IS A MEMBER OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.
DECLARATION OF SPECIAL ASSURANCE (BY ROMAN CATHOLIC PARTY)


(NOTE:)
Canon XXI permits the re-marriage of divorced persons In certain cases without respect to their church affiliation. An application may be received in which one party may be adherent of the Roman Catholic Church whose canonical marriage discipline is different from the requirements of Canon XXI. In such a case, it is unethical on our part to strain Church relations by interference with the application of Roman discipline on its members. Therefore, it is essential that where one party in an Application is Roman Catholic, and intends to remain a Roman Catholic, there be special assurance that the following matters be discussed fully with the applicants, and that the document entitled: Pastoral Guidelines for Inter-Church Marriages between Anglicans and Roman Catholics in Canada be followed.

(To be attached to Application)

I.
Name:

2.
Have you made application to any Roman Catholic Commission or Tribunal for dispensation from an impediment to re-marriage? _____Yes _____No 

            If “Yes”, where                                                    When?

3.
What was the nature of the specific request?

4.
What was the formal response? (Please state in full)

It is our understanding that under the Canon Law of the Roman Catholic Church, approval of your Joint application to the Ecclesiastical Matrimonial Commission and subsequent re-marriage would result in your marriage not being recognized as valid by the Roman Church. Is there at this time any intention of your part to seek restoration to Communion and possible recognition of this union through re-marriage in the Roman Catholic Church, or by application to Roman Catholic authorities for annulment of a previous marriage should the opportunity arise.

____Yes ____No

SIGNED: _______________________________________________________

