Net News 


Moving Forward      
 from Bishop Sue
We give thanks to God for the success of our Leap for Faith Capital Campaign. We give thanks that through the Leap for Faith Capital Campaign we have been able to fulfill our commitment to the Residential Schools Fund. With the federal Government agreement of last fall, some of our payment will be returned to our Diocese. Diocesan Council has voted that the returned funds will be put back into the Capital Campaign for work in our Diocese.

When we began the Capital Campaign, there was much discussion about the possibility that good work would be begun using campaign funds and would die when the campaign funds dried up.  To address this, an Endowment Fund was set up as part of the Leap for Faith as one of the choices to which people could contribute. It is not a choice that has been much used. Donors seem to want to see their donations put to work right away. The idea of a Diocesan Annual Appeal has also been suggested as a way to fund new work that benefits the congregations of the Diocese. An Annual Appeal allows individual donors to support specific projects outside the basic budgeted items that are funded by allotment from parishes. 
A group of interested people met on January 21 from 9am to 2 pm. We were greatly helped in these discussions by our partners from the General Synod Financial Development Office, Canon Geoff Jackson and the Rev’d Rob Waller. We were delighted to hear their very positive feedback about the success of our Capital Campaign, Leap for Faith. They also pointed out that Companions on a Journey, our diocesan stewardship initiative, is one of the leaders among Canadian dioceses. They helped us to consider what work from Leap for Faith needs to be continued in order to reach its potential and fulfill our vision initiatives; what new work would be beneficial for congregations across the Diocese; what work would take us beyond the walls of our buildings to improve life in our communities.  

Diocesan Council has already approved the development of an Annual Appeal to follow the Leap for Faith Campaign. The group who met agreed to ask the Administration & Finance Committee, in consultation with Bishop Sue, to form a small implementation team to develop materials for an Annual Appeal that would provide opportunity for individuals to begin contributing in January 2009. Like Leap for Faith, this is NOT directed to parish fundraising. It is directed to individuals who wish to contribute to the mission of the diocese directly in addition to supporting their local parish. 
If you have expertise in Annual Appeals and you would like to contribute your knowledge to this one-year  project, please contact Bishop Sue at smoxley@nspeidiocese.ca or 902 420 0717. 

This Annual Appeal is one part of the diocesan strategy to become a Christ-centered, mission minded, ministering community of faith. 

May we be a blessing to one another as we journey.  
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